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The wcakncfs cannot return any thing of ftrength, honour, 
or t safety to the head, but a debilitation and ruin* K. Charles* 
D i. r.i'i. i t v * n* f [dcbUitas , Latin. ] Weaknefs ; feeblenefs ; 
languor \ faintriefs ; imbcdllity* 

JVlethtftks I am partaker of thy paffion. 

And in thy cafe do gifts mine own debility. Si (buy. 

Aliment too vaporous or pcrfpirable will fobjeft it to the 
meotiveniencics of too flrong a per fpi ration, which are debi- 
lity^ fain tings, and fn me times fndden death* Arbuthn . on Alim. 
tJKBONA'IR. adj. [dehonnaire^ Fr*J Elegant ; civil i well- 
bred; gentle ; complatilant. 

Crying, let be that lady debonair^ 

Thou recreant knight, and fo on thyfelf prepare 
I*o battle, if thou mean her love to gain. Fairy fhpeen. 

He met her once a may! rig. 

There on beds of violets blue. 

And frefb blown rofes walhkl in dew. 

Fill’d her with thee, a daughter fair, 

So buck Com, blithe, and debonair* Milton, 

The nature off the one is debonair and rufeoffehle ; of the 
other, retired and foperetlious ; the one quick and fprightfel, 
the other flow and faturmne. HtmeEs Fecal Forefh 

Ai id file that was net only pafiing fair, 

But was withal difcrcct and debonair ^ 

Refblv’d the paffive dpftriiic to fulfil* Dry dens Nun's Prnfl* 
Deb on a 'i r l v * adv. [ from debonair. ] Elegantly > w s th a gen- 
teel air* 

DEBT* n.f [debitum^ Latin ; dette, French.] 
i * That which one man owes to another* 

There was one that died greatly in debt: wed, fays one, 11 
he be pxmc, then he hath carried live hundred ducats of mine 
with him into the other world. Bacon, Afophih, i v i * 

The ddt of ten thou fund talents, which the fervant owed 
the king; was no ilight Ordinary fum. Dupfad Devotions. 
To thij great lofs a fea of tears is due; 

But the whole debt not to be paid by you. 

Above a tlaOufand pounds in debt. 

Takes hoffe, and in a mighty fret 
Rides day and night, 

2 . That which any one is obliged to do or fuffer. 

Your fori, mv lord, has paid a foldieFs debt ; 

He only Jiv’d but till he was a man. 

But like a man he died* Shake fpeare s Jljacltih. 


U aikr 


De'bted. part* 


y 


from debt. To Debt is not found j In- 
debted obliged to. 

Which do amount to three odd ducats more 
Than I ft a nd dehted to this gentleman, Shah. 6ft v/* of Err ours. 
Deb tor* n.f [debitor, Latin,] 
i , He that owes fume thing to another. 

I am debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both 

to the wife and to the unwife* Eo. t* * 4 - 

The cafe of debtor; in Rome, for the firft four centuries, 
was, after the fet time for payment, no choice but either to 
pay, or he the creditor's Have, Swift* 

2* One that owes money, 

I‘ll bring your letter hazard back again. 

And thankfully reft id t r for the firlt* Shaft* Mevch. of Fen. 

If he his ample palm 
Should haply on ill-fated fhouldcr lay 
Of debtor, ftrait his body, to the touch 
Obfeguious, as whilom knights were wont. 

To fome enchanted caftle is convey’d* 

There dy’d my father, no man’s debtor ; 

And there I’ll die, nor worfe, nor better* Popes Horace. 

One fide of an account-book* 

When 1 took upon the debtor fide, 1 find fueh innumerable 

articles, that I want arlthmetick to caft them up; but when I 
look upon the creditor fide, I find little more than blank 
! vper Addlfri s Spedlatcr, Ift °» 549 * 

DfttllFtion. n.f, [debulhiio y Lac ] A bubbling or feething 

DtEl. 

over* t , 

Pecacu'mxnated* adj, [deEieuminatuSj Latin*] Having me 

ton cut art* ^ - - 

Decade* n f [&V> iGr. dccas, Latin*] I he fum of ten; 

a number containing ten* 

Men were not only cut in the number of fome days, ue 
latitude of a few years, but might be wide by whale olym- 
piads, and divers decades of years. Brown’s Hipest- hrmrrs. 

We make cycles and periods of years ; as decodes^ cent uries, 
and chiliads, chiefly for the ufe oi computations in Inimry, 

ci urinology, and agronomy- A d T 1 

All rank’d by ten; whole details, when they i. me. 

Mull w ant a Trojan flavc to pour the wine. Papes ligft- 
DiC a'di; ncv. n.f [decadence, 1 rench-] Decay ; fall, hid 
Be'cacok. n. f: [from .%**, ten, and a corner.J A 

plain figure in geometry, having ten fidcs and ?.«£**• 
Di'calogue. *.y ; ^ Greek.] The ten command- 

merits given by God to Mofes. . 

The commands of God are clearly revealed bot.i in l ie 

(bivkme and other \ arts of focred writ* ^ Hammond* 
To j)EC A MP. v* n. [decamps^ French,] 1 o Quit the camp; 

to move aft* 


Dec A jUFMe&t, n.f. [from decamp ] The aft of the 

camp. 

To DECA'NT. v. o. [decants, Lat. decanter, Fr,] To pour 
oiF gently by inclination, 

1 ake aqua for tin , and diflolve in it ordinary coined fiber 
and pout ihe coloured folutinn into twelve times as mui h fair 
water, and then decant or filtrate the mixture, that it m;w he 
very dear* ^ 

They attend him daily as their chief, 

Decant his wine, and carve his beet. Swift. 

De-CAnt a'tigk. n. f [dec ant at m 7 IV ] The aft of deesauin* 
or pouring off clear. 

Dec a \’ter. n.J [from decant.] A gkifs vefle! made for pour- 
ing ofi liquor dear from the lees* 

To Dec \ pit A t H . v. a. [ decap it L at 1 n . ] 1 o be hca d . 

'Fo DECAY* v. it. [dechrnr, Fr. irom de and endere, Latin,! 
T’o lofe excellence ; to decline from the ftate of perfection; 
to be gradually impaired. 

The monarch oak 

Three centuries grows, and three heftays 
Supreme inflate, and in i!srcc more decays. Dr\ ktu 

'Fhu garlands fa ;e. the vows are worn away; 

So dies her love, and fo my hopes decay, Potr. 

To D iVc av, v. a. Fo impair ; to bring to decay* 

Infirmity, that decays the wife, doth ever make better the 
fool . Shahfy ear/s Twelfth Night* 

Cut off a flock of a tree, and lay that which you cut off 
to p u t r e fy , to fc e w h cl: her i i w i 1 1 d cay the reft of the hock. 

Bacon s Natural Hi/hry, N J . qnj. 
He w as of a very final! and decayed I or time, and of noguod 

ed u oa t i on . Clarendon* 

Decaf d by dine and wars, they only prove 
Their former beauty by your former love* Drydaa 

In Spain our Jprings, like old men’s children, be 
Decay'd and vkkerM from their infancy. Jhyd. hid Emp 
Jt is fo orderc .!, that almoft every tiling which corrupts the 
foul decoys the body. Addtjya * Guardian, iN-. 1 2C. 

DecaA * »./ [from the verb*] 

i. Decline from the ftate of perfeftton; fl-te of diminution* 
What comfort to this great decay may come. 

Shall be applied* Sha bcjpmres King Lau\ 

She has been a fine Ldy, and paints and hides 
Her decays very we! 1 * 1 Vj/. 'j ohnj hi s Catl an. 

And thofe decays, to fpcak the na!:ed truth, 
llirough the defects of age, were crimes of youth. Denim. 
By reason of the tenacity of fluids, and attrition of i lit if 
parts, and the weaknefs of elaftidty in fohds, motion is n jl 
inure apt to be luff than got, and i always upon the decay. NmU 
Each may feel encreafes and decays. 

And fee now dearer and now darker days, if jay on Crll: ifm . 

Taught half by reafon, half by mere decay* 

To welcome death, and calmly pafs away. Btpu 

2* The eftefts of diminution ; the marks of decay. 

They think, that whatever is called old muff have the decoy 
of time upon it, and truth too were liable to mould and k> 
tennefs. 

3* Deelenftpn from profperity* 

And if thy brother be u;axen poor, and fallen in decay wuli 

thee, then thou lhak relieve him* Lcvit* xxv, 35* 

I am the very man, 

That, from your fhfi of difference and decay, 

Have follow' d your fad lteps. Shakejj rare s King Hot * 
Delayer* n. f [from decay*] That which caufes decay* ^ 

Your water is a fore decaycr of your whorfon dead hm.y* 

Shakcjpeard s Haniitt* 

DECE'ASE. n.f [dcccjjhs, Lat ] Death; departure from bfe. 
Lands are by bureau law, in fome places, after rnc owners 
decaife, divided unto all his children; in fome, all dda-nce; 
to the ddeft fon* Hotter, b.f 

To Decease, t* n. [ Aavi, Latin.] To die ; to depart 10 

life <v 1^1 

He tells us A rtf u r h deceas'd to-night. Snar rf li h-g j $ ■ ■ 4 

You fhall die 

Twfice now, where Other?, that mortality ^ r 

In her fair arms holds, fhall but once deaaje. Chap nr Uhj* 
His lat eft victories Hill thickeft fame, 

As, near the centre, motion doth tecrenfe : 

’Till he, prefs’d down by his own weighty name, 

Did, like die v dial, under ftoiL dteeafe. 

DECK 3 1. 11* f [deceptic, Latin*] , * 1 

1. Frau, I j a #cat ; /fallacy ; any practice by which .alflico. •* 

made to pafa for truth. ttcr 

My lips fhall not fpcak wickcdncfy, nor my tfflig 
f J r 1 fobi XXVIU 4 1 

aemt* J 

2 . Stratagem ; artifice. 

His demand 

Springs not from 3 * cl ward's weltmean: honci. yf 

But ftom A vri/, bred bv nccefliry. Sbtkfjp*" > p' > : 
fin law.] A fubtile wily m <* Jcvife I f ^ ; 

° fubtiltv, guile, wilinefs, fl,h:;veU . 

collufion, practice and offence, ufcJ to deceive ano ^ 

■ ■ h no other proper or prt.culan j» 


'Yfa 


by any means, 
but offence. 
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Deceitful* adj. [deceit and full.'] Fraudulent; full of 
deceit* 

I grant him bloody. 

Luxurious, avaricious, ffdfe, deceitful , 

Sudden, malicious, fmacking of cv’ry fin . 

T hat has a name. Shahefpcare s Meubeifu 

The lovdv young Lavinia once had friends. 

And fortuUe fmil’d, deceitful^ on her birth* ThomfirM Autumn. 
Deceitfully* adv, [from deceitful] Fraudulently ; with 

deceit* * 

Excrcife of form may be dee A fully difpatched of courfe* 

I Teuton. 

Deck / it fulness* n.f. [from diteifulf 1 he quality ol being 

fraudulent ; tendency to deceive. ^ # 

"Fhe care of this world, and the deed f infs of riches, 
choke the word, and he becometh uiiffuitiul. A fat. xiii- 22* 

Dece'ivaule. adj * [ from deceive. ] 

1, Subjcft to fraud ; expofed to impofture. 

Man was not on! y deceivable in his integrity, but the angels 
of light in all their clarity* Browns Fulyar Errcurs, A* E e. 1. 
How would thou uie me now, blind, and thereby 
Dectivable, in moft things as a child 
Helplefs ; hence cafily contemn'd and fcorn'd. 

And lafl neglefted. AAAtou s A go rdf cs, L 93^* 

2* Subject to produce errour ; deceitful. 

It is good to confider of deformity, not as a fign, which \s 
more cTei cable, but as a caufe which ieldom Lai lech of the 
effect. ^ EwmfTEffays. 

He received nothing but fair promlfe?, which proved, 
deeehabU. Hayward. 

O everfailtng truft 

In mortal fbrength ! And oh, what not in man 
Dectivubk and vain ? Miltons Aganijhs, L 348. 

Dfce 1 va PiLtNESs* n.f [fom deed v able. ] Li able nefs to be 
deceived. 

He that has a great patron, has the advantage of his ncgEF 
thence and dee elva hi m efs . Government of the '1 ovgttc, j . 8* 

To DEGE'IVii* v, a [declpic, Latin.] 

1 . 'Fo caufe to miltake ; to bring into errour ; to impede upon. 

Some have been apt to be deceived into an opinion, that 
there was a natural or divine right of primogeniture to both 
eftate and power. Locke * 

2, To delude by ftratagem. 

3* Fo cut off from expedition. 

The 1 urkrfli general, deceived of his expectation, with- 
drew his fleet twelve miles off* KmHcss Hifhry of the Turks. 

I now believ'd 

The happy day approach’d, nor are my hopes deceiv'd. Dr yd , 
4* To mock ; to fail. 

They rais’d a feeble cry with trembling notes. 

But the weak voice deceiv'd their gafp tag throats. Dr yd. Mil 
Deceiver, n, j * [ frun 1 deed 1 e. ] O ne t h at 1 c ad s another u 1 rt > 
errour ; a cheat. 

Sigh no more, ladies, figh no more ; 

Men were deceivers ever : 

One foot in fea, and one on fhore ; 

To one thing con 1 tan t never* Shah. Machado about Nothing, 
As fur Im difniiflion out of France, they interpreted it not 
as if he were detected^ or negleftcd for a counterfeit de* 
eeher. Baton's Henry Vll. 

Fhofe voices, aft ions or gcfturcs, which men have not by 
any compact agreed to make the inftruments of conveying 
their thoughts one to another, are not the proper hiflruineuts 
of deceiving, fo as to denominate the perfon ufmg them a 
lyar or deceiver * South's Sermons. 

It is to be admired how any deceiver can be fo weak to 
fore tel things near at hand, when a very few months mu ft 
of neceffity difeover the impofture. * Swift's P?\ dictions. 
Adieu, the heart- expanding bowl. 

And all the kind deceivers of the foul. Popes Horace* 

Decf/mber. n.f [deeemher, Latin*] The laft month of the 
year; but named dectnnber, or the tenth month, when the year 
began in March, * 

Men arc April when they woo, and December when they 

S ha df pea re's As you like it * 
What IhouIJ we Ipeak of. 

When we are old as you ? When we fhall hear 
The rain and wind beat dark December, Shake/p* Cymbdine. 

Dece'mpedal* adj . [from decempda , Latin,] Ten feet in 
length- Duj 

Decemvirate. n.f. [deccmvh-atus, Lat.] The dignity and 
office of the ten governours of Rome, who were appointed to 
rule. the commonwealth inftead of confuls. Their authority 
fubfifted only two years, 

DECENCY \ n ' J - W'froM dtat, Latin.] 

*• Propriety of form; proper formality; becoming ceremony. 

Thole thoufand detent its, ftiat daily flow 
From all her words and a£fl®ns. MUtoiis Paradife Loft. 
Jn good works there may be goodnefs in the general ; but 

(gents and gracefulnefs can be only in the particulars in doino- 

the good. jLj, « 3 

y | Sprat s sermons. 
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wed. 


Were the offices of religion ftript of all the external ne- 
ancles of worfhip, they would not make a due impremon on 
tlie minds of thofe who affift at them. At ter bury s o cr mor ?• 

She fpeuks, behaves, and acts juft as fhc ought; 

But never, never reached gen’mus thought: 

Virtue file finds too painful an endeavour. 

Content to dwell in decencies for ever* * 

2. Suicablenefs to charafter; propriety. 

And muff I own, fhc laid, my fecrct fmart ? ? 

What with more deanee were In file nee kept* Drydetfs Mru 
The nexr coiffSdc ration, immediately fubfequent to the 
being of a thing, is wli. 1 agrees or di (agrees with that thing ; 
what Is fui table vr unfoi table to it ; and from tills fprings the 
notion of decency or indecency, that wnich becomes or mil 
b CC omes* * Sent If s Sermons* 

Sentiments which raife laughter, can very ieldom be aa- 
mkted with any dec ncy into an heroick poem. Adaif Sped at* 

3, Modefty ; not ribaldry ; not obfeenity. 

Im mod eft words admit p t no defence; 

For want of decency is want of fenfe R f common . 

Dece nnial, adj. [ from duavtiuw, Latin.] ^ V hat continual 
for the (pace of ten years. 

Di cr n NO \ r al. 7 adj [dec cm and n&vem, Latin* j Relating 

Deckx no var y , \ to the number nineteen* 

Meton, of old, in the time of thcPelcponefiair war, con- 
ftituted a decent) .vai circle, or of nineteen years ; the fame 
which we now call the golden number. Holder on Time* 
Seven months are retrenched in this whole deemmvary pro- 
grefs of the epafts, to reduce the accounts of her motion and 
place to thofe of the fun. Holder on Time * 

Descent, adj. [decern, Lat. ] Becoming ; fit; fu it able* 

Since there mu ft be ornaments both in painting and poetry, 
if they are not necefiary, they muft at leaft be decent ; that is. 
In their due place, and but moderately ufed. Drydcn. 

Df/ci ktly. adv. [from decent.] In a proper manner; with 
fo it able behaviour; without meannefs or often tat ton. 

They could not decently ref ufe aifi fiance to a peri on, who 
had puni filed thofe who had in fulled their relation* Troon: e. 

2 1 Without immodeftv* 

Faff l;ope of fafcty, *t was, his lateft care. 

Like falling Caefar, d cent ly lo die* DrydeAs Ann, A firalu 

He performs what friendihip, juftice, truth require ; 
What could he more, but iL\e*a!y retire? Swift* 

DeceptibFlitv* n.f [from deceit P\ LlableneQ to be de- 
ceived. 

Some errours are fo ffcflicd in us, that they maintain their 
in ter eft upon the dec ept ibid ty oiuur decayed natures* Gkmviile. 

Dece^ptuile* adj. [from deceit] Liable to be deceived ; open 
to jmpofture ; i’ubj eft to fraud 

The firft and father caufe of common errour, is the com- 
mon infirmity ot human nature; of whole deceptive condi- 
tion, perhaps, there fhould net need any other eviction than 
the frequent errours we fhall ourfeb es commit* brown . 

Dece^ti n. n.f [decej tU, Latin*] 

i* The actor means of deceiving ; cheat; fraud ; fallacy* 

Being thus divided from truth in themfelves, the^ arc vet 
farther removed by advenienE deception. Brown's Fdgar Err * 
All deception is a mil applying of thofe figns, which, by 
compact or inftiturion, were made the means of mens fieni- 
fymg or conveying their thoughts. South's Sermons. 

2, Theftaceof being deceived* 

Reafon, not impoffiblv, may meet 
Some fpecious objeel by the foe fu horn’d, 

And fall imo deefthu unaevaro. AddoAs Paradifc Lof. 

Diet: > r ions, adj, [from awe it.] Deceitful; apt to deceive* 

\ Lt there Is a credence m my heart, 

I hat doth invert th atteft or eyes and ears ; 

As if thofe organs had de^ptmus fonSions, 

Created only to calumniate* Shahfpeares Troth mxd Creffida. 

D i. c ii p TiV t . adj. [irom deceit .] Having tlie power of de- 


ceiving 


Din. 


Decl Vtor \ .adj, i rom deceit f Ch ntainingmea ’S of deceit. Dili* 
DECF'RFT. adj. [deccrpit^ 1 at ] Diminllhcd ; taken off Diff. 
RPiiELE* adj. feccrpo^ Latin.] "I hat may be taken 


Die: 


Dece'rptiok. n.f [from tlccerpt.] [he afl of lefll-nino-, or 

taking off Ti n 

■w-\ y / Uses* 

iJtCER i .i tiok. n.f \di:ertauo, Latin.] ft contention: a 
ftriving; a difpute. j^ l£t 

Dece'ssxon. n.f. [decejfto, Latin] A departure: a e^inc 
away. jf 

J o Decha'rm. v. a. [decharmer. French. ] To counteract a 
charm ; to difinchant. 

Notwithffanding the help of phjTick, he was fuddenlv 
cured by decharming the witchcraft. Marvt'v on Csv/h,,,t.t .V.,r 

To' DECIDE. * AyeCdc, Latin.] * ^pmpuom. 

1 . To fix the event ol ; to determine. 

The day approach’d when fortune fhould dicide 

A h enterprise, and give the bride, Dnd. Fables. 

2. I o determine a queftion or difpute. 

In council oft, and oft in battle tried, 

Betwixt thy mailer and the world decide. Granville. 
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